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the children were catching butterflies; and Albert sipped his
Kissingen with an air that was almost lively. The precious
lily, grown for so long with so much care, was flowering at
last. Then an incautious hand essayed to paint it, and the
blossom fell.

The rash touch came from the hand of Lieven. Palmer-
ston was*always a trifle apt to suspect foreign influences;
but Mr. Disraeli was convinced in later years that " Lord
Aberdeen had planned the attack on Palmerston under the
inspiration of Madame Lieven and Guizot." Aching for
further triumphs, she impelled the Tories to a grand onslaught
in the House of Lords. This was still better than the distant
days of the Cottage Cdterie, when a delighted King inclined a
royal ear by Virginia Water for details of the grand con-
spiracy pour faire sauter M. Canning. The day came;
and Palmerston was duly censured by the Lords. But the
effect upon John Russell was singular: he informed the
House of Commons that so long as the Whigs remained in
office, Palmerston would " act not as the Minister of Austria,
or as the Minister of Russia, or of France, or of any other
country, but as the Minister of England." This had a
strangely Palmerstonian ring. Could it be that his resolu-
tion had changed once more? Had the Lords' vote of
censure made a Palmerstonian of him ? Russell had never
found much fault with his policy; and few Prime Ministers
could tolerate such interference from the peers. Had he not
introduced an unforgettable Reform Bill, and defied the
House of Lords himself? The Commons must decide;
and since an obliging Radical had given notice of a vote of
confidence, they would.

While the world waited, Lady Palmerston received her
presentation portrait. The statesman was significantly
posed near a bust of Mr. Canning; and the accompanying
address was heavy with Whig signatures in admiration of
" the independent policy by which he has maintained the
honour and interests of this Country/' whilst a group of
Radicals acknowledged in a grateful appendix his " noble
and constant exertions in the suppression of the Slave